
START
Ready to

school

Ready children 

Ready families     

Ready services 

An easy guide to help your
child to be ready for school



C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

2100500 NEW School Readiness A3 poster.pdf   1   14/07/2022   15:08



Registering for a School Place 
Parent/Carers can apply for their child’s primary school by visiting www.sthelens.org/
admissions. The closing date for primary applications is the 15th January. Parents will be 
informed of their offer on the 16th April (unless the 16th falls on a weekend or bank holiday) and 
then offers will be made on the next week day.

For more information you can contact the Primary School Admissions Officer on 01744 671035 
or alternatively  email schooladmissions@sthelens.gov.uk

 • If you have any worries, talk to your child’s Key Worker, Children’s Centre Worker,  
  Health Visitor or GP. 

 • Has your child had their preschool vaccinations? 

 • Attend a nursery, preschool or childminding setting,  as this will support your child to   
  develop all the skills  they need to be ready to start school. 

 • Talk to your child about their day at school.

 • Let your child practise putting on their school uniform. 

 • Be on time for preschool / nursery / childminder every  day; this is all practice for  
  starting school.

 • Take your child to your local library. It is free to join and free to borrow books.

 • Read a book with your child or share a book and talk about the pictures.

Signpost to Services 
Some useful and helpful contacts
0-19 Service 

The 0-19 Service in Wirral has a dedicated children and young people’s website -  
www.wchc.nhs.uk/children  or tel: 01744 624925

With the click of a button, parents, carers, and young people can access a range of local 
and tailored support, information, and advice, including videos and resources - ranging from 
baby packs to fussy eating, puberty support to vaccination schedules, as well as local online 
support groups. To search for a particular service, you can either use the A-Z service directory 
or the search function. Young people can also complete the online feedback form about their 
experiences of the services they’ve received.

You can also stay up-to-date with all things Health Visiting and School Nursing by linking the 
dedicated Facebook pages @0219HVHub and @MyHealthWirral

 
NHS Choices 

Information and contact details for health and additional support on topics such as: 
potty training  
healthy eating  
common childhood illnesses  
common sleep problems in children  
childhood allergies

Your choices in the NHS - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 
https://www.nhs.uk/using-the-nhs/about-the-nhs/your-choices-in-the-nhs/

 
Children’s Centres 

Children’s Centres provide a range of activities that support school readiness, and improve 
parental aspirations, which enhance outcomes for children and families.

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/childrenscentres 

Tel: 01744673445

 
The Incredible Years Parenting Programme

Strengthens parent/carer and child interactions, supports school readiness and promotes 
positive attachments, whilst reducing harsh discipline measures.

https://incredibleyears.com/programs/parent/

Tel: 01744676543



Library Services

Libraries welcome children from the very earliest months of life, helping parents and carers to 
support them as they grow and learn. Working with schools and other partners, libraries provide 
a range of activities such as read and rhyme times that can introduce babies and children to the 
wonderful world of books. Libraries also offer access to the internet, printing and scanning.

01744 676954

https://www.sthelens.gov.uk/libraries/

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookstart/ 

 
Passport to 2s

Some children who are two years of age can access up to 15 hours of funded early education 
per week, for 38 weeks of the year, depending on their individual family circumstances.

The ‘Passport for 2s’ scheme has been introduced in St Helens to make it easier for those who 
are entitled to access up to 15 hours of funded early education for their two-year-old.

If you are eligible, you could access a placement with a school pre-school, a private nursery or 
pre-school or with a registered childminder. You can find a list of the eligibility criteria along with 
more information on how to apply.

Early Education Entitlement Manager 
St Helens Borough Council 
Early Education Entitlement Team 
PO Box 512 
ST HELENS 
WA10 9JX

01744 676542

All children will be entitled to 15 hours funding for 3 and 4-year-olds from the term after their 
third birthday until they start school.

 
Homestart

The prospect of children starting school or nursery can be a worrying time especially if parents/
carers feel their child is not ready for the next chapter. We offer individual play sessions in the 
home focusing on specific areas of development and encouraging independence.

www.homestartsthelens.org.uk  tel: 01744 737400




